
CSEE Bulletin 13, January 2013 1 

 

 

Bulletin no. 13 
January 2013 

 
The bulletin is published twice a year by the 
Canadian Society of Ecology and Evolution. 
Its purpose is to disseminate news and 
information to members of the Society. All 
members are invited to submit articles, 
news, reports and announcements of 
upcoming events. Short summaries of new 
research initiatives are also welcomed. 
Submissions can be in either language. 
Please submit your contribution by email to 
the Editor. 
 
Editor: 
Mary Reid 
University of Calgary 
mreid@ucalgary.ca 

Table of Contents 

 

Table of Contents ....................................... 1 

President’s Message .................................. 2 

CSEE annual meeting in 2013: UBC-
Okanagan ...................................................... 4 

CSEE Conference 2013 Tours ................. 5 

2013 President's Award: Pierre 
Legendre ....................................................... 6 

CSEE Biodiversity & Conservation 
committee ..................................................... 6 

Student AND Post-Doctoral Members . 7 

CSEE Outreach - Actively Promoting 
Ecology And Evolution In Canada ......... 8 

From the Secretary.... .............................. 11 

Society elections to be held this spring
 ........................................................................ 11 

Reminder: CSEE Supports Regional 
Conferences! .............................................. 12 

Canadian Institute of Ecology and 
Evolution ..................................................... 12 

From our Members.... .............................. 13 
 

 

Photo: Mary Reid 

mailto:mreid@ucalgary.ca


2 CSEE Bulletin 13, January 2013 

 

 

President’s Message 

Jeff Hutchings, Dalhousie U.  
 
Species at Risk Act 
Following the ‘Death of Evidence’ rally on Parliament Hill in July, 
little happened on the ‘science and politics’ front until September 
when an email discussion ensued concerning a proposal that CSEE 
sue the federal government on matters pertaining to listing-
decision timelines under the Species at Risk Act (SARA). (In brief, 

the federal government generally takes more than 12 months to render a listing decision after 
receiving advice from the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada, COSEWIC. 
Many would argue that unduly lengthy listing-decision timeframes are inconsistent with the 
intent of the legislation. Some felt that a lawsuit, initiated last autumn, would reduce the 
likelihood that the government would enact changes to SARA.)  
 
After considerable discussion (via email, person-to-person, telephone), it was decided that a 
lawsuit on this particular issue would not be an action that would be appropriate for CSEE to 
pursue. The potential costs to CSEE, and COSEWIC, of suing the federal government on a SARA 
listing-decision timeline matter that is loosely related (some would argue unrelated) to science 
would not appear to outweigh uncertain benefits. 
 
One means of engagement that appears to have had some influence is the writing of letters to 
cabinet ministers and the Prime Minister. In this regard, I wrote a letter to the Prime Minister 
(cc’ed to Environment Minister Peter Kent) on 18 October 2012 that argued against the making 
of legislative changes to SARA, changes that had been seriously contemplated by the federal 
government. Given the expertise of the society’s members on matters pertaining to the 
assessment and recovery of species at risk, I also indicated that the CSEE would be pleased to 
discuss means by which the implementation of SARA could be strengthened to the benefit of all. 
The Prime Minister’s Office wrote to say that it has instructed the Minister of the Environment 
to respond to my letter, given that the issues involved fall under the purview of that 
department. I await that response. 
 
Further to this issue, members of CSEE delivered talks at a conference entitled SARA at Ten 
Years (http://www.ie.uottawa.ca/tiki-calendar_edit_item.php?viewcalitemId=19): Scott Findlay 
(University of Ottawa); Jeremy Kerr (CSEE representative on PAGSE, the Partnership Group on 
Science and Engineering, http://www.pagse.org); Marty Leonard (Chair of COSEWIC, 
http://www.cosewic.gc.ca); and me. 
 
One of the key perceptions to emerge from this conference (as a result of formal and informal 
communications) was that the Prime Minister was said to be not enthusiastic about engaging 
the public and parliament on significant changes to SARA. A common reason offered for this 
purported lack of enthusiasm is the backlash the government received in response to a variety 

http://www.ie.uottawa.ca/tiki-calendar_edit_item.php?viewcalitemId=19
http://www.pagse.org/
http://www.cosewic.gc.ca/
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of legislative changes embedded in Bill C-38 and other announcements, including the closure of 
federally funded research stations, from March through June of 2012.  
 
The magnitude of public discord was apparently something that the government had 
considerably under-estimated. It remains to be seen whether changes to SARA will be proposed 
this spring. Current thinking contends that such changes (if they take place) are likely to occur 
in the coming 6 months or so. The reasoning behind this supposition is the prediction that the 
government would not wish to have such matters drawn to the public’s attention in the 18 
months or so preceding the next federal election. 
 
President’s Award and Lifetime Memberships 
On a much more enjoyable matter, I am very pleased to announce that Pierre Legendre, 
Université de Montréal, has accepted the society’s President’s Award for 2013 (please see the 
announcement elsewhere in this Newsletter). I wish to acknowledge and express my very 
sincere thanks to the Awards Committee (chaired by Locke Rowe) for their work and for the 
nominations that they communicated to me. Another piece of good news is that the number of 
lifetime members of CSEE now stands at 20. Among the most recent (Mikael Mökkönen, 
University of Jyväskylä, Finland) is our first international lifetime member. Paljon kiitoksia, 
Mikael! 
 
NSERC and CSEE 
Lastly, on 22 November 2012, the CSEE Council met with representatives of NSERC, including 
NSERC Vice-President Isabelle Blain, NSERC staff, representatives of NSERC Evaluation Group 
1503, and Group Chair Hugh MacIsaac to discuss issues of mutual interest: 

 NSERC proposals for shifting RTI applications/process to universities; 

 Perception within the NSERC community that the HQP criterion is being weighted 

unduly highly, and perhaps unfairly, during the evaluation of DG proposals; 

 Recent announcement that NSERC PDF applicants will only be allowed to apply once in 

their lifetime for this award; 

 Concern that recent changes to the way that grants are evaluated has imposed a 

uniform standard across all universities, regardless of the research ‘intensities’ of those 

universities; and 

 Future funding or strategic initiatives by NSERC that might affect CSEE members and to 

which CSEE might be able to contribute. 

The meeting was a productive one. Among the decisions reached was a commitment by NSERC 
to consult with CSEE on two initiatives.  
 
The first is to seek feedback on the advice and analysis provided to NSERC in the July 2012 
Council of Canadian Academies’ expert panel report entitled “Informing Research Choices: 
Indicators and Judgment” (http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/NSERC-CRSNG/Reports-

http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/NSERC-CRSNG/Reports-Rapports/Assessment-Assessment_eng.asp
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Rapports/Assessment-Assessment_eng.asp and http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/NSERC-
CRSNG/Reports-Rapports/Assessment-Assessment_fra.asp). 
 
The second will be a request to CSEE to provide feedback in the context of the five-year 
review of the Discovery Grants programme.  Among other things, that consultation will focus 
on changes to the peer review process of the Discovery Grants programme that were 
introduced in 2009 and 2010. (In this regard, note the following information that was posted in 
spring 2012 on http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/NSERC-CRSNG/FundingDecisions-
DecisionsFinancement/DGICAbout-CISDSujet_eng.asp) 
 
I wish you all a productive and fulfilling 2013, and look forward to seeing you in Kelowna in May. 
 
 

CSEE annual meeting in 2013: UBC-Okanagan 

Jason Pither, on behalf of the Local Organizing Committee 
 
We invite you to register for the 8th annual meeting of the Canadian 
Society for Ecology and Evolution, to be held in Kelowna, B.C., May 12-
15, 2013.   Early registration opens on January 9th, 2013, and closes 
March 1st. 

Details about the meeting, including the final program schedule, the abstract submission 
process, and fee structure, are available at the meeting website (csee2013.ok.ubc.ca). 

Conference highlights include: 

Keynote speakers: 
Prof. Fred Allendorf (U. of Montana) 
Prof. Pierre Legendre (U. Montréal) (President’s Award Winner) 

Pre- and post-conference field trips (more below): 
Wildflowers and Wine (Sun. May 12, 10am – 3:30pm). 
South Okanagan Desert and Saline Lakes (Thurs. May 16, 8am – 5pm) 

 

http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/NSERC-CRSNG/Reports-Rapports/Assessment-Assessment_eng.asp
http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/NSERC-CRSNG/Reports-Rapports/Assessment-Assessment_fra.asp
http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/NSERC-CRSNG/Reports-Rapports/Assessment-Assessment_fra.asp
http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/NSERC-CRSNG/FundingDecisions-DecisionsFinancement/DGICAbout-CISDSujet_eng.asp
http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/NSERC-CRSNG/FundingDecisions-DecisionsFinancement/DGICAbout-CISDSujet_eng.asp
csee2013.ok.ubc.ca
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Symposia:  5 full-day symposia and 2 
half-day symposia 

Workshops: 
Introduction to “R” 
Grant writing 
Managing a research budget 
(And more to be finalized) 

And many social events! 

We look forward to seeing you in May. 

 

CSEE Conference 2013 Tours  

 
Wildflowers and Wine  Sunday May 12, 10:00 am – 2:00 pm approx. 
Cost: $35.00 
 Okanagan Mountain Provincial Park via Lakeshore Drive 
(http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/explore/parkpgs/okana_mt/). Once at the park, we will go 
on one of the shorter trails at an easy pace. This park was extensively burned during the 
Okanagan Mountain Park Fire of 2003 
(en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2003_Okanagan_Mountain_Park_Fire) and the burnt-over ponderosa 
pine and Douglas fir remnants can still be seen. 
We will be keeping to the main trail, where the 
hazardous snags have been removed. There will, 
however, be a great diversity of spring 
wildflowers, as well as insects and birds. Be sure 
to bring your macro or telephoto lens 
(depending on your persuasion) and binoculars. 
We will lunch (box lunches provided) at the 
picnic area by the lakeshore. Once lunch is over, 
we will load up and visit some wineries on our 
way back to the conference. 

 
 
South Okanagan Desert and Saline Lakes, Thursday May 16, ~8:00am – 5:00 pm  
Cost:  $45.00 
South to the Osoyoos Indian Band Desert Cultural Centre  ( http://www.nkmipdesert.com/ ) for 
a tour of the only remaining true desert in Canada. Following this, we will visit a number of 
South Okanagan Lakes (including some saline lakes) and their associated ecological preserves 
before heading back.  
 
 
 

Photo: Bob Lalonde, UBC-O 

Photo: Bob Lalonde, UBC-O 

http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/explore/parkpgs/okana_mt/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2003_Okanagan_Mountain_Park_Fire
http://www.nkmipdesert.com/
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2013 President's Award: Pierre Legendre 

Jeffrey Hutchings, Dalhousie, CSEE President 
 
The President’s Award is the Society’s highest honour and is given biennially to a Canadian 
scientist for outstanding contributions to the fields of research represented by the society. 
Previous recipients of the President’s Award include Charles Krebs, University of British 
Columbia (2009), and David Schindler, University of Alberta (2011). 
 
As President of the Canadian Society for Ecology and 
Evolution, it is my very great pleasure to announce that the 
recipient of the 2013 President's Award is Professor Pierre 
Legendre, Department of Biological Sciences, Université de 
Montréal. Prof. Legendre is recognized for his seminal 
contributions to numerical ecology, ecological statistics, and 
the study of various facets of spatial and temporal scales in 
ecology.  
 
Author of more than 250 peer-reviewed publications, his 
books include the highly cited Numerical Ecology (most recent edition in 2012) and Numerical 
Ecology with R (2011). Among his awards (including several for teaching excellence), Prof. 
Legendre is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada (RSC), the 1995 recipient of the RSC’s 
Romanowski Medal (environmental science), recipient of the 2005 Prix Marie-Victorin from the 
Government of Québec, and Officer of the National Order of Québec (2007). In 2012, he was 
awarded the Career Achievement Award by the Canadian Council of University Biology Chairs. 
 
Prof. Legendre will deliver a plenary address at the society’s 2013 Annual Meeting (12-15 May) 
in Kelowna, BC, at The University of British Columbia, Okanagan Campus. 
 
 

CSEE Biodiversity & Conservation committee  

Arne Mooers, SFU, Chair 
 
Update from your Biodiversity and Conservation (B&G) Committee 
 
B&G members have been fairly busy following on from the long hot summer 
of 2012.  
 
On the Death of Evidence file, I am happy to report that there will be full 
symposium at the May CSEE meeting in Kelowna to offer fresh perspectives 

as we discuss the future. This initiative was spearheaded by Susan Pinkus and Justina Ray 
(Ecojustice and the Wildlife Conservation Society), with help from the B&G committee. Its 
subtle title is “Applying the Best Available Science to Biodiversity-related Law and Policy 
Decisions” and confirmed speakers include:  Mark Haddock (Environmental Law, UVic); Justina 
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Ray (WCS); Jeff Hutchings (CSEE President, Dalhousie); and Noah Greenberg (US Center for 
Biological Diversity, offering an important US perspective). Media and Federal government 
policy-makers have also been invited. 
 
Rumours have it that the consternation expressed by civil society over Bill C-38, including the 
Death of Evidence movement, may have given the government pause with regard to amending 
SARA.  We believe this is only a pause, however, and CSEE members have penned an open 
letter to the federal government highlighting our concerns (circulated on the CSEE Facebook 
site) for the future of this important piece of legislation. You can find the letter at scientists-4-
species.org. 
 
Our CSEE/WWF-sponsored “Frontiers of Conservation Science” symposium is also 
finalized.  With Jeremy Kerr (UO), Steven Price (WWF) and input from Andrew Tanentzap 
(UYork), we have decided to focus on “Systematic Conservation Planning”, and are pleased that 
one of the world leaders in this field, Dr. Simon Ferrier (CSIRO, Australia) will anchor the 
event.  The goal here is to motivate our members to engage in broad scale and sophisticated 
geographic-based planning exercises. 
 
Finally, in this age of increased openness and collaboration and urgency, many of the journals in 
our field (with Canadian-based editors at the helm, e.g., The American Naturalist, Molecular 
Ecology) demand that data supporting published results be made publically available as a 
precondition for publication. NSERC has no clear policy on open access to scientific data 
collected under Discovery Grants (as does, for example, NERC in the UK: 
http://www.nerc.ac.uk/research/sites/data/policy.asp). While an important issue that is much 
bigger than CSEE, but Michael Whitlock (UBC) and I  wonder if CSEE should wade in.   We hope 
we can start a conversation in Kelowna in May about this.  In anticipation, please contact me 
(amooers@sfu.ca) with your thoughts. 
 

Student AND Post-Doctoral Members 

Leanna Lachowsky, U. Calgary,  
CSEE Student and Post-doctoral Council Representative 
 
Kelowna 2013 
Business Skills for Scientists: Planning and Managing a [Research] Budget  
This workshop is tailored to graduate students and post-docs pursuing jobs in academia, 
industry or government. Topics will include developing a budget, managing funds, maximizing 
funding opportunities, and how to stretch a shoestring budget. This interactive workshop will 
have plenty of time for questions. 
 
CSEE Student Travel Grants and Presentation Awards:  
The CSEE is supporting students traveling to this year’s meeting with 15 travel grants of $500 
each.  Make sure meet the eligibility requirements and apply during early registration (March 1). 
As usual CSEE will be administering a Student Award Competition for the best talks and posters.  

mailto:amooers@sfu.ca
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Prizes of $500, $300 and $200 will be awarded for 1st, 2nd and 3rd of each presentation type. 
Abstracts will be evaluated in order to determine the talks and posters that will be judged.  Get 
a leg up on the competition – check out the judging forms on the CSEE website, 
http://www.ecoevo.ca/en/meeting.htm. 
 
One kick at the can – Changes to NSERC Post Doc Applications 
Survey: www.surveymonkey.com/s/WZ3G82S (Survey) 
In November when CSEE council met with NSERC we discussed the announcement that NSERC 
PDF applicants will only be allowed to apply once in their lifetime (instead of twice; www.nserc-
crsng.gc.ca/Students-Etudiants/ProgChange-ProgRev_eng.asp).  They suggested that the main 
motivation for this change was to decrease the workload required to vet all the applications, 
which have doubled in the last 6 years.  I am interested in receiving feedback on how this 
affects individuals in the E&E community (e.g. who are planning to apply, who received a PDF 
on their second application, etc.).  NSERC recognizes some of the issues that this change will 
cause, and have requested suggestions on how they might otherwise: 1) decrease the number 
of applicants, 2) decrease the workload associated with evaluating applications, or 3) mitigate 
the effect of this limitation by changing other rules of this award.    
The Canadian Association of Postdoctoral Scholars has penned a response to NSERC: 
https://sites.google.com/site/canadapostdoc/news/september72012  
If you would like to weigh in on this discussion, I’ve created the following survey: 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/WZ3G82S  
 or e-mail me CSEEstudent@gmail.com   
 
Communication: CSEE is on LinkedIn and Facebook – check in for discussions, networking, and 
announcements. Feel free to start your own discussion. 
Got a great idea? Issues? Questions?  Please send me an email about absolutely anything to 
CSEEstudent@gmail.com   
 

CSEE Outreach - Actively Promoting Ecology And 

Evolution In Canada  

Fanie Pelletier, U. Sherbrooke, CSEE council member and Outreach Chair 
 
Are you interested in promoting ecology and evolution to the general 
public? The CSEE outreach committee is still looking to recruit one new 
member. Please contact Fanie Pelletier to get involved 
(fanie.pelletier@usherbrooke.ca). Current committee members are Suzanne 
Gray (McGill University), Benjamin Haller (McGill), Kiyoko Gotanda (McGill 
University) and Fanie Pelletier (Université de Sherbrooke).  

Plans for 2013 
In collaboration with the Kelowna local organization committee, we are planning to organize a 
public lecture during the coming CSEE conference. More details on this will be available on the 
society web page over the winter. We should also hold a kid day again this year as this was a 
great success in the past. 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/WZ3G82S
https://sites.google.com/site/canadapostdoc/news/september72012
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/WZ3G82S
mailto:CSEEstudent@gmail.com
https://www.linkedin.com/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/58815627374/
mailto:CSEEstudent@gmail.com
mailto:fanie.pelletier@usherbrooke.ca
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Vignettes needed! 
To promote science and discovery made by members of our society, we are always seeking new 
vignettes. The latest vignette (see below) was contributed by Isla Myer-Smith (thank you Isla!) 
and will be posted on our new web site. To read other vignettes, see 
http://www.ecoevo.ca/en/vignettes.htm. We are actively reviewing ideas for new vignettes 
and highly encourage all of our members to submit your ideas or vignettes for review. 
Remember that you are writing for the public rather than fellow scientists. Please also note that 
your contributions may be edited or rewritten as necessary. If you are interested to write a 
vignette on your research or on research conducted by your colleagues, please, contact me 
(fanie.pelletier@usherbrooke.ca).  
 
Call for Outreach proposals  
In efforts to expand Outreach initiatives, the CSEE will now consider Outreach proposals from 
our members. Applications for funding will be considered for initiatives that promote education 
in ecology, evolution or conservation, public outreach seminars, public exhibitions, etc. 
Proposals should include the title, location, a brief description of the activity, expected 
participation and/or size of audience, proposed date and the names of the main organizers. A 
brief justification of the funding requested should also be included. Preference will be given for 
innovative proposals that fulfill a clear need for outreach and have the potential for renewal or 
could be reused in other areas of Canada. Please email your proposals to Fanie Pelletier. 
 
CSEE guidelines for funding allocation to outreach events 
General rules: 

• Applicants are limited to one project calendar year. 
• The normal maximum value of an award will be $500. 
• Applications should be submitted at least 3 months prior to the event. 
• The applicant will be informed of the decision on the funding request within one month. 

Eligibility requirements: The applicant does not need to be a member of the CSEE/SCEE.  
Funded applicants, who are not members, will be given an honorary membership for the year in 
order to facilitate communication between the public and the SCEE/CSEE community. 
The application must contain the following: 
• A cover letter with applicant’s contact information. In this letter, the applicant needs to 

indicate clearly how the CSEE/SCEE will be acknowledged for its financial support.  
• The applicant should state explicitly how the proposed project advances or promotes one or 

more of the society's four objectives. 
• A detailed budget needs to be provided with explicit explanation about how the CSEE 

funding will be used. Note that equipment cannot be purchased with funding. Also list any 
other sources of funding. 

• A title and a brief summary of the activities should be given to the council. This information 
can be used to promote the event funded on the CSEE web site. Photos or other artwork 
material will also be welcome. 

 
 

http://www.ecoevo.ca/en/vignettes.htm
mailto:fanie.pelletier@usherbrooke.ca
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From the Secretary.... 

Miriam Richards, Brock 
 
1.  A new CSEE website is in production and will be launched this 
spring.   Look for it soon! 
 
2.  Thanks to everyone who has renewed their memberships.  Memberships 
are the main source of revenue for the Society and support a variety of 
endeavours, including travel grants for students, awards, and outreach 
projects.  So, if you have not renewed, please renew today 
at http://www.ecoevo.ca/en/membership.htm. 
 
 

Society elections to be held this spring 

Judy Myers, UBC, Vice-President 
 
Shortly all members of the society will receive an email with election materials for 
the board.  We have a slate of excellent candidates who have agreed to stand for 
the vacant positions. Candidates for the positions are listed below and short 
biographies are available on the society website (http://www.ecoevo.ca/en/index.htm).  
Please take the time to vote.  
 
Vice-President 
1. Jeremy Kerr (University of Ottawa) 
http://www.biology.uottawa.ca/details.php?id=18&lang=eng 
2. Louis Bernatchez (Université Laval) 
http://www.bio.ulaval.ca/louisbernatchez/ 
 
Treasurer 
Julie Turgeon (Université Laval) 
http://www.bio.ulaval.ca/no_cache/en/department/professors/professors/professeur/11/13/ 
 
Councilors (3 to be elected) 
1. Andrew Simons (Carleton University) www1.carleton.ca/biology/people/andrew-simons 
2. Daniel Ruzzante (Dalhousie University) http://myweb.dal.ca/ruzzante/index.html 
3. Yolanda Morbey (University of Western Ontario – now Western University)  
http://www.uwo.ca/biology/Faculty/morbey/index.htm 
4. Jill Johnstone (University of Saskatchewan)  http://homepage.usask.ca/~jfj445/ 
5. Donald Stewart (Acadia University)   http://www.acadiau.ca/~dstewart/ 
6. Heather Proctor (University of Alberta) www.biology.ualberta.ca/faculty/heather_proctor/ 
 
 

http://www.ecoevo.ca/en/membership.htm
http://www.ecoevo.ca/en/index.htm
http://www.biology.uottawa.ca/details.php?id=18&lang=eng
http://www.bio.ulaval.ca/louisbernatchez/
http://www.bio.ulaval.ca/no_cache/en/department/professors/professors/professeur/11/13/
www1.carleton.ca/biology/people/andrew-simons
http://myweb.dal.ca/ruzzante/index.html
http://www.uwo.ca/biology/Faculty/morbey/index.htm
http://homepage.usask.ca/~jfj445/
http://www.acadiau.ca/~dstewart/
http://www.biology.ualberta.ca/faculty/heather_proctor/
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Reminder: CSEE Supports Regional Conferences! 

CSEE considers requests for financial support from the organizers of regional Canadian 
meetings in ecology and evolution. Requests (to Andy Gonzalez, andrew.gonzalez@mcgill.ca) 
must include a statement on how the funds will be used and how the meeting advances the 
broad mandate of the CSEE. Meetings that receive financial support must promote CSEE on all 
promotional material associated with the conference and must submit a brief report to the 
CSEE following the meeting.    
 

Canadian Institute of Ecology and Evolution 

 

        
   
 Peter R. Leavitt 
Director, Canadian Institute of Ecology and 
Evolution 
 
Greetings and best wishes for 2013!   Last 
year was a busy one for Canadian Institute 
of Ecology and Evolution (CIEE) with several new working groups, graduate training courses, leadership 
changes, and development of new synthesis facilities.  Details of all these exciting developments are 
available in the CIEE Newsletter for Dec 2012.   
 
In brief, Dr. Peter Leavitt of University of Regina was selected as the new Director of CIEE.  Peter 
replaces founding director Art Weis and was appointed for a three-year term beginning in Sept 2012.  In 
addition, Dr. Diego Steinaker (PhD U. Regina) joins CIEE as Assistant Director and brings a wealth of 
experience as former Research Coordinator for the National Institute for Agricultural Technology of 
Argentina.  
 
To better support our members, CIEE will soon open a Synthesis Centre and advanced training facilities 
within the Institute of Environmental Change and Society (IECS) at the University of Regina.  As seen 
below, the Synthesis Centre includes dedicated meeting facilities, break-out rooms, a microcomputer 
laboratory, and on-campus housing.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Synthesis Centre     Institute of Environmental Change Breakout room 
       and Society (IECS) 
 

mailto:andrew.gonzalez@mcgill.ca
http://ciee-icee.com/
http://ciee-icee.com/
http://ciee-icee.com/documents/CIEE%20News%20Dec%202012.pdf
http://www.uregina.ca/science/biology/people/faculty-research/leavitt-peter/index.html
http://www.uregina.ca/science/biology/people/faculty-research/wilson-scott/postdoctoral/diego-steinaker/index.html
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To take advantage of our new facilities, CIEE will be offering a graduate short course in Stable Isotope 
Ecology and Methods in late spring or early summer 2013.  Furthermore, we expect to make a new call 
for proposals during the next few months to develop new working-group initiatives and augment the 
on-going activities of Thermal Scaling and Body Size and Zooplankton Community working groups.  Keep 
your eyes open for further details on all these activities via the CIEE website, contact us via our CIEE 
email account (CIEE-ICEE@uregina.ca) or be certain to speak with Peter or Diego at the 2013 CSEE 
meeting.   
 
Finally, CIEE is looking forward to better engaging its membership through a series of new activities 
including a sustained membership drive, Logo design competition, fundraising initiatives, and enhanced 
networking opportunities.  Details of all these activities are available on the CIEE website and via the 
CIEE Newsletter.   
 
As always, we are pleased to receive your questions, comments or concerns about CIEE.  Thank you all 
for you continued support! 
 
Cheers and best wishes for 2013!  

 

From our Members.... 

 

Recent Report on Canadian Scientific Productivity 
 
A recent report by the Council of Canadian Academies1 (CCA) examined Canadian scientific output. In 
terms of publications per capita, Canadian scientists are currently among the most productive in the 
world, above the US and equivalent to the UK2.  The CCA report highlights that Canada ranks seventh in 
the world in terms of total numbers of publications and sixth in average levels of citation behind other 
countries that also invest heavily in science2. Despite this positive showing, there are continued calls to 
increase research output.   
 
Recent programmes have been introduced to allocate research funding to the most productive 
researchers3. Evidence, however, does not support the argument that reallocating greater funding to 
the ‘most productive’ will necessarily increase scientific productivity as a whole.  A 2012 study found no 
correlation between grant size and the number of citations per paper for top researchers in the field of 
ecology and environmental biology3.  Conversely, Lortie et al. state that increasing support to 
researchers with lower funding levels would likely increase productivity3. 
 
The CCA report highlights that expenditure on research and development by the government and 
higher-education sectors has been relatively high in Canada when compared to many other countries1. 
However, with the recent drastic reductions to equipment grants, infrastructure programmes, the 
duration of graduate scholarships and the number of postdoctoral research awards, the future 
productivity of Canadian science is threatened4. Given the excellent history of Canadian scientific 
productivity, future funding policies should emphasize the structures that maintain and build capacity, 
rather than those that might actually erode future research output.  
 
1. Council of Canadian Academies. 2012. The State of Science and Technology in Canada. Ottawa, 

Canada. 
2. SCImago SJR — SCImago Journal & Country Rank. http://www.scimagojr.com 
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3. Canada Excellence Research Chairs, http://www.cerc.gc.ca/hp-pa-eng.shtml 
4. Lortie, C. J., Aarssen, L., Parker, J. N. & Allesina, S. 2012. Good news for the people who love bad 

news: an analysis of the funding of the top 1% most highly cited ecologists. Oikos 121, 1005–1008. 
4. Death of evidence. 2012. Nature 487, 271–272. 

http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v487/n7407/full/487271b.html 
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