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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
EMERGING FROM OUR ACADEMIC BUNKERS AND TAKING OPPORTUNITIES 

 

Our annual CSEE meeting at Banff was an 

outstanding success and I have received 

numerous positive comments and e-mails 

from members since the meeting, with 

remarkably few complaints! Sean Rogers and 

the LOC did a superb job in organizing the 

conference and making sure everything ran 

smoothly. There were 460 delegates, 254 

talks, 135 posters, seven major symposia, and 

several fascinating field trips that enabled 

members to see some of the spectacular 

scenery and biological diversity that Banff 

and surrounds has to offer. The image below 

says it all and probably makes many of you 

wonder, like me, why you did not sign up for 

a field trip. The accommodation and catering 

at the Banff Centre were first class. Most 

importantly, the collective “buzz” continued 

throughout the meeting without the usual 

exodus of members on the last day.   

 

 
Participants on the field trip “Ecology of the Kananaskis Valley” organized by Professors Ed 

Johnson and Lawrence Harder (University of Calgary). Image courtesy of Lawrence Harder 

 

I was particularly encouraged to see more 

systematics and biodiversity scientists at 

Banff and I hope this signals a trend that will 

continue. The range of areas covered in the 

symposia was impressive from speciation 

genetics, through mountain ecology and 

pollination biology, to paleobiodiversity and 

management strategies in Canadian parks. 

Few scientific societies encompass such a 

wealth of areas and although this presents 

challenges in keeping everybody happy, it 

also provides opportunities for integration, 

collaboration and a realization that we all 

share a common passion – a fascination for 

organismal diversity and the processes 

responsible for its origin, maintenance and 

future preservation.    

 

An innovation at Banff was the three, one-day 

workshops sponsored by our partner 
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institution, the Canadian Institute for Ecology 

and Evolution (CIEE). These were led by 

Luke Harmon, Sally Otto and Dolph Schluter, 

and were well attended by students and 

impressively also by professors (we are all 

students after all!). The workshops gave 

members an opportunity to learn new 

techniques in phylogenetics, modeling and 

data analysis from the best scientists in these 

fields. I would like to personally thank Luke, 

Sally and Dolph for volunteering their time to 

give these workshops and I hope others will 

step forward to offer them on other topics at 

future meetings. I believe they could become 

a major draw and serve as an additional 

reason why members of the E&E community 

in Canada should attend our meetings. There 

is no doubt that this year’s workshop 

participants will now have a new set of tools 

available for their research, which will surely 

elevate the quality of work being conducted 

in Canada. 

 

At our November 2010 Council meeting in 

Ottawa we decided that since the society was 

now 5 years old it was time to find out a little 

more about the membership and particularly 

what they think should be future priorities for 

CSEE. Andrew Hendry, on behalf of the 

Communication and Membership Committee, 

was charged with moving forward and 

devising a survey. With input from Council a 

series of 10 questions was posted on the web 

during March-April and the results 

(http://www.ecoevo.ca/common/CSEE2011su

rve.pdf) provide useful insights on several 

issues that we have been grappling with on 

Council.  

 

The response was quite impressive with ~ a 

third of the membership completing the 

survey with roughly equivalent response rates 

from university faculty (39%) and students 

(44%) with remaining respondents made up 

of post-doctoral fellows and government and 

industry scientists. Of these, 38% described 

their basic field of study as ecology; 20% 

evolution and 39% felt their research 

encompassed both areas. There was no strong 

appetite for changing our annual meeting 

time, with the majority of respondents 

preferring that meetings stay in May and for 

the meeting to remain an annual event to be 

held in a diversity of cities throughout 

Canada. There have been suggestions that our 

meetings were beginning to tilt more towards 

student rather than faculty presentations. 

However, this is a false perception with 

roughly the same balance evident among past 

meetings as today. Our survey indicated that a 

clear majority of respondents felt that the 

existing balance was about right. On the topic 

of advocacy and efforts made by CSEE to 

influence policy issues, a clear majority 

(58%) of respondents indicated that CSEE 

should increase its advocacy activities. 

Clearly this is a strong message to Council 

and we have begun to discuss ways in which 

we might become more involved in providing 

expert advice to organizations dealing with 

policy issues concerning Canadian 

biodiversity, the environment and global 

change. Other clear answers from our survey 

included the popularity of our graduate 

student travel awards program and the hosting 

of workshops at CSEE meetings. On the other 

hand there was no strong enthusiasm for 

initiating a Society journal. I believe the 

survey was a worthwhile exercise and has 

been posted on the CSEE website for your 

perusal. 

 

A vibrant and healthy society depends on 

individuals who are prepared to devote their 

time and take action on a wide range of 

activities from organizing annual meetings to 

public outreach and judging award entries. 

We are fortunate to have a Council with 

diverse talents and a student membership that 

is always willing to pitch in and volunteer 

their time. The success story of CSEE is in no 

small way the result of a high level of 

engagement of the membership. However, 

there is one aspect of the society that I would 
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like to highlight, where I think there is room 

for improvement. I am concerned that many 

faculty are missing out on excellent 

opportunities to promote their own scientific 

activities and research agendas. This deprives 

our Society from seeing the very best that we 

have to offer. It is unclear to me whether this 

problem stems from a failure of Council to 

communicate, or is simply part of the “let 

somebody else do it, I am too busy” 

syndrome. I will give two examples to make 

my point. 

 

Next year our annual meeting is in Ottawa 

and it will be an especially important event 

for ecology and evolution in Canada. The 

meeting will be co-hosted with four other 

societies [Society for the Study of Evolution 

(SSE), American Society of Naturalists 

(ASN), Society for Systematic Biology (SSB) 

and the European Society for Evolutionary 

Biology (ESEB)]. It is likely to be 

outstanding meeting in which some of the 

world’s leading evolutionary biologists, 

ecologists and systematists will be in 

attendance. Clearly we will be “on show” and 

it is important that we highlight the best of 

E&E in Canada. As we announced in the 

CSEE Newsletter and on our website, in 

common with each of the other sponsoring 

societies, we are responsible for two major 

symposia and a call for symposium proposals 

was indicated with a deadline of May 2011. 

At the Banff meeting a decision was to be 

made as to which proposals would be 

selected. Unfortunately, only one was 

submitted and Council was therefore forced to 

extend the deadline in the hope that we would 

receive more proposals. See further details 

elsewhere in this Newsletter.  

 

A similar level of apparent apathy is evident 

with respect to the CIEE. Despite regular calls 

in the Newsletter for proposals for workshops 

and graduate mini-courses (see http://ciee-

icee.com/) the number submitted has been 

paltry to say the least, and so far the Institute 

has yet to host a graduate course. This denies 

our students the obvious benefits of an intense 

immersion with experts who know their stuff. 

I find this situation somewhat ironic as many 

Canadian E&E faculty participate in 

workshops and graduate courses in Europe 

and other regions, as well as attend working 

groups at the National Center for Ecological 

Analysis and Synthesis and the National 

Evolutionary Synthesis Center in the USA.  

The thematic programs that CIEE has 

sponsored to date have been very successful, 

and as the participants in these events can 

attest, they provide wonderful “home-grown” 

opportunities for collaboration, novel 

synthesis and camaraderie. My worry is that 

many faculty are not aware of these 

opportunities and, those that are, may be 

unwilling to take a leadership role.   

 

I hope that faculty reading this newsletter will 

consider getting more engaged with these 

types of activities. And I am hopeful that 

Council will have a strong set of symposium 

proposals to judge in the fall and that CIEE 

will start to generate more interest among our 

members than it has to date. It has the 

potential to be a national resource. 

 

Finally, I want to return to the topic of next 

year’s meeting in Ottawa and deal with an 

issue that was raised by a member of the 

Society at our Banff General Business 

Meeting. The Ottawa meeting has been 

named by the LOC “Evolution 2012” and the 

member questioned why ecologists should 

bother to go. This is a valid question but it 

can be answered quite simply. The meeting in 

Ottawa next summer is also OUR annual 

meeting and since ecologists probably 

represent the majority of CSEE members they 

should not be put off by the title, which 

simply reflects the realities of this particular 

joint meeting. There will be plenty of 

ecologists at Ottawa because ASN will be 

attendance and there will also be many 

systematic biologists as well as evolutionary 

http://ciee-icee.com/
http://ciee-icee.com/
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biologists. What better opportunity to emerge 

from our academic bunkers and broaden our 

minds!     

 

I wish you all a productive summer and 

would be pleased to hear from you with 

regard to issues that I have raised in this 

Newsletter, as well as any other aspects of our 

Society. 

  

Spencer C.H. Barrett 

President CSEE 

 

 

SIXTH ANNUAL CSEE MEETING, BANFF, ALBERTA, MAY 12-15, 

2011 
 

The sixth annual meeting, held in Banff, AB, 

included over 450 delegates (278 students) 

and was spectacular in all aspects: science, 

panoramas and food. The theme of the 

meeting, “Canada’s Biodiversity: Past, 

Present, and Future” was accurately captured 

in the contributed talks and seven invited 

symposia that included “Ecological Integrity 

in Parks (organized by Tom Hurd, Parks 

Canada), “Biodiversity and Systematics 

(organized by Heather Proctor)”, “Mountain 

Ecology (organized by Kathy Martin, Isla 

Myers-Smith, and Brian Starzomski)”, 

“Genetics of Evolution (organized by 

Amanda Moehring), “Canada’s Pollinator 

Diversity (organized by Risa Sargent and 

Elizabeth Elle)”, “Paleodiversity (organized 

by Jessica Theodor)”, and “Population 

Ecology (organized by Judy Myers, Charles 

Krebs, Kim Dawe). Many thanks to all of the 

symposia organizers for their efforts to bring 

together such a great line up of speakers. 

Overall, the scientific program consisted of 

254 talks and 135 Posters, including the 

President’s Award Address (David 

Schindler), a Plenary lecture (Phil Currie), 

and the CSEE Outreach Public Lecture 

(Robert Barclay).  The program was greatly 

enhanced by the two NSERC Workshops, the 

student/postdoc workshop, SWEEET, three 

CIEE Workshops, three field trips, and one 

kids outreach event. Of course, the meeting 

was also enhanced by the absolutely 

spectacular backdrop of the Rocky Mountains 

but even more so by the tremendous work by 

the LOC (Mary Reid, Jessica Theodor,  Jana 

Vamosi, Heather Proctor, Jeff Hutchings, 

Brian Kopach, Leanna Lachowsky, and Stevi 

Vanderzwan) and volunteers. Over 30 

volunteers along with the volunteer team 

Do you want to get more involved? 

 
You don’t have to be on council to be on a committee. Contact the committee you are 

interested in directly to get involved. http://www.ecoevo.ca/en/gc.htm 
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leaders (Brian Kopach, Leanna Lachowsky, 

Matthew Morris, Lorraine Adderly, and 

Jobran Chebib) worked tirelessly in their 

white hats to ensure that everyone had a fun 

and productive meeting. Many thanks to 

everyone for making the 2011 CSEE a truly 

memorable meeting! 

 

 

Sean Rogers  

Main Organizer, University of Calgary 

 
about the logo: Marrella splendens, an arthropod 

and the most common fossil in the Burgess Shale, 

against the backdrop of Mt. Rundle in the Rockies 

(designed by Rob Furr, UofC) 

 

 

2011 STUDENT PRESENTATION AWARDS 
 

The CSEE Awards and Recognition 

Committee is pleased to announce the 

following winners of student presentation 

awards from the 2011 Banff meeting.  We 

wish to thank the Banff LOC, and in 

particular Louise Hahn, for running the 

awards competition; all of our volunteer 

judges, for careful critiques of talks and 

posters; and Holohil Ltd. and the New 

Phytologist Trust, for funding special awards 

in 2011. 

 

Holohil Prize, for an outstanding student 

presentation in ecology or evolution of 

wildlife:   Tal Avgar, University of  

Guelph, “Interpopulation variability in 

caribou movement across Ontario”.  

 

New Phytologist Prize, for an outstanding 

student presentation in botany: Anna 

Hargreaves, Queens University, 

"Experimental tests of pollen theft: an 

under-appreciated feature of plant-

animal interactions" 

 

CSEE Poster 1
st
 prize: Geoffrey Legault, 

University of Toronto, "Simulated 

shrub encroachment impacts function 

in sub-Arctic spider assemblages" 

 

CSEE Poster 2
nd

 prize: Leanna Lachowsky, 

University of  Calgary, 

"Overwintering mortality increases 

sex-ratio bias of a size-dimorphic bark 

beetle" 

 

CSEE Poster 3
rd

 prize: Lisa Hensel, 

University of  Ottawa, "Pollinator-

mediated interactions among co-

flowering plants: the effects of floral 

density and community diversity" 

 

CSEE Talk 1
st
 prize: Becky Graham, 

Memorial University, "Do alternative 

life history strategies influence captive 

rearing program success?" 

 

CSEE Talk 2
nd

 prize: Penelope Gorton, 

University of Toronto, "Reproductive 

senescence in the wild: evidence from 

a water strider" 

 

CSEE Talk 3
rd

 prize: Jonathan Whiteley, 

McGill University, "N-fixation by 

cyanobacterial communities following 

two years of experimental climate 

change" 
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2011 CSEE PRESIDENT`S AWARD RECIPIENT 
 

The President’s Award of the CSEE is an 

award of recognition given biennially to a 

Canadian scientist for outstanding 

contributions to ecology or evolutionary 

biologyIt is the highest honour bestowed by 

the Society. 

 

David Schindler is currently Killam Memorial 

Chair and Professor of Ecology at University 

of Alberta. Following completion of his BSc 

in North Dakota, he travelled to Oxford 

University as a Rhodes Scholar where, under 

the tutelage of Nikolaas Tinbergen and 

Charles Elton, his interests in an 

interdisciplinary approach to studying 

limnology and ecology were kindled, 

culminating in the completion of his doctorate 

at Oxford in 1966. 

 

He then moved to Canada, spending two 

years at Trent University as Assistant 

Professor before joining the newly created 

Freshwater Institute in Winnipeg in 1968 

where he was asked to lead the research 

programme for the newly created 

Experimental Lakes Area, or ELA, in 

Northwestern Ontario. In his words: “I was to 

choose [from] among the several hundred 

lakes that had been surveyed the previous 

year, identifying about 50 that were suitable 

for experiments. I was to locate a site for a 

permanent research station, identify an access 

corridor, and get a road built to the site” 

(D.W. Schindler. 2009. A personal history of 

the Experimental Lakes Project. Canadian 

Journal of Fisheries and Aquatic Sciences 66: 

1837-1847). A rather modest task for a 28-yr-

old with a newly minted PhD! 

 

But these efforts bore tremendous scientific 

fruit. By 2009, the ELA had produced over 

1100 peer-reviewed papers, reports, book 

chapters and theses (Schindler. loc. cit.), 

resulting in research that has contributed 

enormously to our understanding of, and to 

the management policies associated with, acid 

rain, eutrophication, and aquatic toxins. 

 

From a personal publication perspective, 

David Schindler has authored more than 200 

papers in the peer-reviewed scientific 

literature. Among these, 43 have been cited 

more than 100 times, and two have been cited 

more than 1000 times. To have had almost 1 

in 5 papers cited more than 100 times each is 

a remarkable testament to the extraordinary 

degree to which his science is valued by his 

peers. 

 

David Schindler has been the recipient of 

many awards of scientific recognition, 

including the Hutchinson Medal (American 

Society of Limnology and Oceanography) 

and NSERC’s Gerhard Herzberg Gold Medal 

for Science and Engineering. He is a Fellow 

of both the Royal Society of Canada and the 

Royal Society in the UK; he is a Member of 

the Royal Swedish Academy of Engineering 

Sciences and of the U.S. National Academy 

of Sciences; and he is an Officer of the Order 

of Canada.  

 

But the first major international recognition of 

his work came in 1991 when he was awarded 

the inaugural Stockholm Water Prize by The 

Stockholm Water Institute for “research into 

excess nutrification and acidification of 

freshwater lakes”. Twenty years later, he 

remains the only Canadian recipient of this 

prestigious award. 

 

Given the obvious Scandinavian connection 

to The Stockholm Water Prize, I wish to 

quote some text from another Scandinavian, 

the former Norwegian Prime Minister, Gro 

Harlem Brundtland. In 1997, she said: 

 

“I recently came across an article written by a 

Norwegian scientist during the 1970s, when I 

was Norway’s Minister of the Environment. 
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In the article, he argued that there was no 

such problem as acid rain and that ‘facts’ and 

‘science’ did not belong in the arena of 

politics and policy. This assertion was counter 

to my own beliefs and made me react 

strongly.”  

 

“Science must underpin our policies. If we 

compromise on scientific facts and evidence, 

repairing nature will be enormously costly – 

if possible at all”  

(G.H. Brundtland. 1997. The scientific 

underpinning of policy. Science 277: 457). 

 

There are three key elements to Brundtland’s 

words that bear on David Schindler and his 

research. The first is the obvious explicit 

mention of ‘acid rain’. The second is the 

implicit acknowledgement of the necessity of 

underpinning policies with excellent science. 

The third is the fundamental and vital 

importance of the means by which science is 

communicated to decision-makers and to 

society. 

 

Among David Schindler’ many strengths, it is 

the effectiveness and the integrity with which 

he has been able to communicate science to 

all sectors of society that stands out, be it on 

the topic of acid rain, the importance of fresh 

water to Canadian ecosystems, or the 

environmental consequences of the tar sands 

development. 

 

The importance of the communication of 

science was evident in comments he made in 

1997, when responding to the NSERC 

Reallocation Report for GSC 18 (NSERC’s 

Grant Selection Committee on Evolution and 

Ecology). He wrote: “Along these lines, this 

is one more example of a huge need that we 

have in Canada...it's high time that we had a 

Canadian…Society. There are many 

issues...where ESA [Ecological Society for 

America] doesn't really represent a Canadian 

voice… Every time there's an issue, whether 

its biodiversity, greenhouse warming, or 

funding, we have to invent something ad hoc. 

We need a mechanism in place” (email 

communication from D. Schindler and 

received by J. Hutchings, among others; 3 

December 1997). 

 

I hope that David sees in the CSEE the 

potential for just such a mechanism. That is, a 

Canadian society whose goals are: (1) to 

promote the study of ecology and evolution in 

Canada and to raise public awareness of their 

importance to society; (2) to facilitate 

communication between members of the 

Society and decision-makers; and (3) to act as 

a liaison with funding agencies to support and 

promote ecological and evolutionary research. 

 
 

Jeff Hutchings 

Vice-President CSEE 

 
 

Are you looking to expand your lab? 

 
Post a job ad on the CSEE website or CSEE on LinkedIn! 
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SEVENTH ANNUAL CSEE MEETING, OTTAWA, ONTARIO,  

JULY 6-10, 2012 

JOINT MEETING 
 

Join the CSEE in Ottawa from July 6-10, 

2012 for our 7th annual meeting, a landmark 

event that will be held jointly with four other 

societies: the American Society of Naturalists, 

the European Society for Evolutionary 

Biology, the Society for the Study of 

Evolution, and the Society of Systematic 

Biologists. The CSEE will sponsor two 

symposia and will also host a CSEE social 

mixer, along with the other events from past 

meetings that you have come to love (e.g., 

workshops, CSEE Presidential Address, a 

public outreach seminar, annual business 

meeting). For additional information, consult 

the meeting website: www.evolution2012.org. 

Registration will open in early 2012. 

  

We hope to see you there to showcase 

Canadian ecology and evolution to the world. 

  

Howard Rundle & Andrew Simons 

Local organizers

 

 

FINAL CALL FOR SYMPOSIUM PROPOSALS FOR 2012 JOINT 

MEETING IN OTTAWA (Deadline is 1 October 2011) 
 

The CSEE Council is planning on submitting 

proposals for two symposia for the 2012 

meeting. In this regard, Council wishes to 

solicit proposals from the CSEE membership.  

 

Please adhere to the following criteria when 

submitting your proposal (which should be 

sent to the Vice-President, Jeff Hutchings; 

jeff.hutchings@dal.ca):  

 

 

 

 

1. Title 

2. Brief description of symposium (150-200 

words) 

3. List of six (6) suggested speakers with 

tentative presentation titles  

and affiliations (to deliver talks of 30 minutes 

each) 

4. Indicate whether the speakers have 

confirmed their participation 

 

 

DEADLINE: 1 October 2011 
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CSEE 2013 EIGHTH ANNUAL MEETING IN OKANAGAN VALLEY 
 

On behalf of the local organizing committee, I 

am thrilled to announce that the 8th annual  

CSEE meeting will be held May 13-16, 2013 

(tentative date) at the University of British 

Columbia Okanagan. Located near the city of  

Kelowna in the beautiful Okanagan Valley –

one of Canada’s most ecologically diverse 

regions – UBC Okanagan provides a 

spectacular venue for the meeting.  The  

Valley offers fantastic outing opportunities 

for naturalists and oenophiles alike.  Mark 

your calendars! 

 

Jason Pither 

University of British Columbia Okanagan 

 

 

SUPPORT FOR REGIONAL CONFERENCES 

 
The CSEE will consider requests for financial 

support from the organizers of regional 

Canadian conferences in ecology and 

evolution.  Requests must include a statement 

on how the funds will be used and how the 

conference meets the broad mandate of the 

CSEE. Meetings that receive financial support 

must promote the Society on all promotional 

material associated with the conference and 

submit a brief report to the CSEE following 

the meeting. If you have a relevant regional 

meeting and are seeking sponsorship from 

CSEE, contact Sean Rogers 

(srogers@ucalgary.ca) for details. 

 

 

 

CSEE COMMITTEE ON BIODIVERSITY AND CONSERVATION 
 

As might be expected, CSEE is busy in the 

realm of biodiversity and conservation: I 

report on three initiatives since our start in 

early 2010. 

 

We finished off our first major task, a 

Symposium related to Canada's Ecosystem 

Status and Trends Report, at the Society for 

Conservation Biology Meetings in July 2010.  

We are still finishing off a few reports for the 

ESTR; for instance, if you are knowledgeable 

about the Boreal Plains ecosystem and would 

like to help, please contact me.  I thank Risa 

Smith, John Reynolds, Karen Hodges, and 

Jeff Hutchings for this successful CSEE-

government foray. 

 

Our second major goal was to cogitate on 

Taxonomy.  The Canadian Museum of Nature 

asked the Council of Canadian Academies to 

produce a national assessment of the 

science  (It seems everyone is doing it: see 

http://blogs.nature.com/news/2011/06/taxono

my.html) . Their report (accessible at 

<www.scienceadvice.ca>) came out in 

November 2010, but did not (indeed, could 

not) offer specific recommendations.  We 

asked a few working taxonomists to respond 

to the assessment through the spring, and we 

finalized a short list of recommendations over 

the course of the CSEE meeting in Banff. Our 

set of seven recommendations was sent off to 

the great and the good, and is posted at 

<www.ecoevo.ca/common/CSEE_CCA_reco

mmendations.pdf> for the rest of us. I thank 

Heather Proctor for organizing the Taxonomy 

Symposium in Banff that helped bring this 

together. 

 

mailto:srogers@ucalgary.ca
http://blogs.nature.com/news/2011/06/taxonomy.html
http://blogs.nature.com/news/2011/06/taxonomy.html


 13 

In a nutshell, we ask the state to specifically 

support taxonomic research; we ask 

universities and museums to coordinate 

training certificates in taxonomy; and we call 

on our own community to support (and cite) 

taxonomic work. We also need better 

information on how much taxonomic 

expertise is worth.   

 

These first two projects seem providential.  

Our attention is now turning to a Survey of 

Canadian Biodiversity.  The ESTR report 

lamented the lack of baseline ecological data 

in the country, and we all know that 

landscapes and seascapes are changing at a 

shocking rate: taxonomy will be one baseline 

tool for managing these changes.  Ideas for 

national biodiversity identification, 

assessment and monitoring are not new - 

there is even a Biological Survey of Canada 

funded (until recently) by the Canadian 

Museum of Nature.  CSEE's first task is to 

organize a working group to gather 

information on what current (regional and 

national) biodiversity assessment and 

monitoring programmes are in place, and to 

identify potential serious players. If you are 

interested in helping start what could become 

a major, long-term initiative, please contact us 

(amooers@sfu.ca). 

 

Arne Mooers  

Council member CSEE

 

CSEE OUTREACH - ACTIVELY PROMOTING ECOLOGY AND 

EVOLUTION IN CANADA 

 
Who we are 

The Outreach Committee was formed in 2009 

to uphold the CSEE’s purpose of “raising 

public awareness about the importance of 

ecology and evolution in Canadian society". 

The Committee advises the Executive and 

Council on issues regarding the promotion of 

public awareness in Ecology and Evolution in 

Canada.  Your Outreach Committee includes 

Sean Rogers (University of Calgary), Fanie 

Pelletier (Sherbrooke University), Erika 

Crispo (University of Calgary), Lorraine 

Adderly (University of Calgary), Suzanne 

Gray (McGill University), and Kiyoko 

Gotanda (McGill University).  

 

What we do 

Our objective is to organize and facilitate 

events associated with public outreach.  

 

Kids Outreach 

Reaching out to kids is one of the best ways 

to educate the public about ecology and 

evolution in Canada. Our 2011 “ecology and 

evolution for kids” event was a big success at 

the 2011 meeting and was run entirely by 

volunteer members, including undergraduate 

students, graduate students and faculty. 

 

Public lecture 

The 2011 public lecture, “Bats are like 

Grizzly Bears with Wings”, was given by Dr. 

Robert Barclay (University of Calgary). 

Robert has many years of experience 

researching bat behavior and ecology and 

during this time has make a number of 

remarkable discoveries on the roosting and 

foraging behaviour, thermoregulation, 

reproduction and life histories of bats. Robert 

is well known locally and internationally for 

his research on the effects of environmental 

disturbance and urbanization on bats, 

particularly the causes and consequences of 

migratory-bat fatalities at wind energy 

facilities, and the impact of urbanization on 

prairie bats. Robert’s lecture was broadly 

advertised and received a lot of press 

attention (including a CBC interview: 

http://www.cbc.ca/homestretch/episode/2011/

05/12/bats/), resulting in a packed house with 

mailto:amooers@sfu.ca
http://www.cbc.ca/homestretch/episode/2011/05/12/bats/
http://www.cbc.ca/homestretch/episode/2011/05/12/bats/
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several public members coming to hear this 

year’s CSEE public lecture. 

 

Highlighting Canadian research made 

possible by the NSERC Discovery program 

High quality research depends on our ability 

to obtain funding, which increasingly requires 

that we actively convince Government that 

basic research in ecology and evolution 

benefits Canadians. In our conversations with 

NSERC they have repeatedly suggested that 

one of the best ways the CSEE can help is to 

provide clear examples of how ecology and 

evolution research, made possible by the 

NSERC Discovery program, benefits 

Canadians. 

 

To this end, the CSEE is actively developing 

vignettes of how research funded by the 

NSERC Discovery program has and 

continues to benefit Canadians. Such benefits 

can be diverse, ranging from direct practical 

applications to human health and well being 

(e.g., medicine, agriculture, fisheries) through 

to biodiversity, conservation, and 

sustainability (e.g., endangered species, 

climate change). Our goal is to show how 

basic research in ecology and evolution can 

have important practical benefits, even if such 

benefits are not necessarily envisioned at the 

outset.  Many good examples will come from 

the past – because the benefits of basic 

research are often apparent only after it has 

been completed.  

 

The CSEE Outreach committee coordinates 

the publication of vignettes on our website 

www.ecoevo.ca/en/vignettes.htm.  We are 

interested in stories of how basic research 

funded by the NSERC Discovery Program 

contributed to the career development of 

individuals who now make direct 

contributions to the benefit of Canadians. We 

are actively reviewing ideas for new vignettes 

and highly encourage all of our members to 

submit your ideas or vignettes for review 

(ideas/vignettes can be submitted to 

srogers@ucalgary.ca). Remember that you 

are writing for the public rather than fellow 

scientists. Please also note that your 

contributions may be edited or rewritten as 

necessary.  

 

Call for Outreach proposals 

In efforts to expand Outreach initiatives, the 

CSEE will now consider Outreach proposals 

from our members.  Applications for funding 

will be considered for initiatives that promote 

education in ecology, evolution or 

conservation, public outreach seminars, 

public exhibitions, etc.  Proposals should 

include the title, location, a brief description 

of the activity, expected participation and/or 

size of audience, proposed date and the names 

of the main organizers. A brief justification of 

the funding requested should also be 

included. Preference will be given for 

innovative proposals that fulfill a clear need 

for outreach and have the potential for 

renewal or could be reused in other areas of 

Canada.  Please email your proposals to Sean 

Rogers (srogers@ucalgary.ca)  

 

Sean Rogers 

CSEE council member and Outreach chair 

 

 

  

mailto:srogers@ucalgary.ca
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STUDENT AND POST-DOCTORAL MEMBERS 

 
Hello students and post-docs! 

Thanks to everyone who helped make our 

annual meeting in Banff a roaring success; 

from the excellent science exhibitors to our 

tireless volunteers. Just a few announcements: 

 

Communication: CSEE is on LinkedIn and 

Facebook – check in for discussions, 

connections, announcements. Feel free to start 

your own discussion! Current discussions on 

linked in are future student workshop topics, 

women in science, and F1000.  

 

NSERC: The next council meeting is in 

conjunction with our annual meeting with 

NSERC – if you’ve got a complaint, comment 

or suggestion, please let me know before 

November cseestudent@gmail.com so I can 

bring it up at the meeting. 

 

Early Career award: The early career award 

deadline is November 15
th

 2011 – details are 

in the awards section of the bulletin, but 

briefly it’s for someone who has recently 

graduated so these are people students/post-

docs know – please nominate deserving 

candidates. 

 

New student rep: Leanna Lachowski will be 

taking over as your new student/post-doc rep 

as of Jan 2012. You’d remember Leanna from 

her heavy involvement at this past meeting in 

Banff. I’m sure she’ll do a great job. 

 

Stay in touch! 

As always, any comments, complaints and 

suggestions please pass them on! There is a 

new permanent CSEE student/post-doc rep 

email address cseestudent@gmail.com so you 

can contact your student/post-doc rep without 

any interruption during the transition from 

one term to the next. 

 

Kathryn (Kes) Morton 

CSEE student and post-doctoral council 

representative 

 

 

  

Do you have something to say? 

 
All members are invited to submit articles, news, reports and announcements of upcoming 

events. Short summaries of new research initiatives are also welcomed. Submissions can 

be in either language. Please submit your contribution by email to the Editor. 

 

Editor  

Mary Reid 

mreid@ucalgary.ca 

 

Deadline for the next issue: 

December 10, 2011 

mailto:cseestudent@gmail.com
mailto:cseestudent@gmail.com
mailto:mreid@ucalgary.ca
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FIRST CSEE EARLY CAREER AWARD 
 

Award Description:  The CSEE Early Career 

Awards recognize outstanding 

accomplishments and promising future 

research potential in ecology and evolution by 

scientists early in their career.  Awards will be 

given to two candidates every 2 years.  They 

consist of a 10-year membership to 

CSEE/SCEE, $500 cash award, travel support 

to the annual meeting of CSEE/SCEE and an 

invitation to give a keynote lecture.   

Eligibility:  Applicants must have received 

their doctorate in the five years preceding the 

application deadline and must be active 

researchers in the field of ecology and 

evolutionary biology.  Candidates need to be 

Canadian citizens, or landed immigrants, or 

have completed their PhD at a Canadian 

University, or be currently working at a 

Canadian University.  

Application / Nomination Procedures: 

Candidates may apply directly or may be 

nominated.  Established researchers are 

encouraged to nominate outstanding young 

scientists.  Nominations must contain all of 

the following supporting materials: (1) a 

curriculum vitae, (2) a summary of research 

accomplishments (maximum 2 pages), (3) a 2-

page statement of research plans for the next 5 

years, (4) three recent publications, (5) names 

and addresses of 3 referees (including the 

nominating scientist where applicable) who 

will provide supporting letters. The 3 letters of 

reference should be sent separately from the 

candidate’s nomination package.  All 

nomination materials and reference letters 

must be sent as PDF e-mail attachments.   

Time lines: The deadline for receipt of all 

materials for the inaugural Early Career 

Awards including letters of reference is 15 

November 2011 (Candidates must have 

received their PhD degree on or after 15 

November 2006; time since PhD degree can be 

extended by 1 yr for each child if the applicant 

was the primary care giver and took official 

parental leave).  Subsequent deadlines will be 

on the same date in odd-numbered years.  

Materials for the 2011 competition must be 

sent to the CSEE/SCEE Chair of the Awards 

& Recognition Committee, Steve Heard 

sheard@unb.ca 

 

The recipients will be notified of the award in 

mid-January 2012 and they will receive their 

award at the following annual meeting.  

 

Steve Heard 

CSEE council member 

 

 

CALL FOR SYMPOSIUM PROPOSALS FOR THE 100
TH

 

ANNIVERSARY MEETING OF THE BRITISH ECOLOGICAL 

SOCIETY AND 11
TH

 CONGRESS OF INTECOL, AUGUST 2013, 

LONDON, UK 

 
The year 2013 will mark the 100th 

anniversary of the founding of the British 

Ecological Society (BES). To celebrate the 

Society’s centenary, the BES Annual Meeting 

will be combined with the 11th INTECOL 

Congress in London (18-23 August 2013). 

This is an extremely important milestone in 

ecological research. The theme of the meeting 

is “Advancing ecology and making it count” 

with the intention of forecasting advances in 

ecological research in the next 100 years. 

 

mailto:sheard@unb.ca
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The CSEE is proud to be one of the academic 

sponsors of the 2013 BES congress. Indeed, 

the 100th anniversary meeting of the BES 

represents an excellent opportunity to 

showcase excellence in Canadian ecological 

research.  

 

As the only Canadian sponsor of the 2013 

meeting, the CSEE would like to formally 

host one of the symposia at this centenary 

meeting. Thus, I strongly encourage CSEE 

members to consider submitting a symposium 

proposal for endorsement and support by the 

CSEE as its flagship symposium at the 

BES/INTECOL meeting. 

 

Instructions concerning the symposium 

proposals are available at the following web 

site: 

http://intecol2013.org/docs/Intecol_2013_Sy

mposium.pdf.  PLEASE read these 

instructions very carefully and strictly adhere 

to them in your submission. 

 

If you wish to submit a proposal for 

consideration by the CSEE as the society’s 

flagship symposium, please send your 

symposium proposal directly to the Vice-

President of the CSEE, Jeff Hutchings 

(jhutch@mathstat.dal.ca). The deadline for 

receipt of proposals by the Vice-President 

is 15 October 2011. 
 

Jeff Hutchings 

Vice-President CSEE 

 

 

NEWS FROM NSERC 

 
Competition for NSERC Discovery Grants as 

well as for Scholarships and Post-doctoral 

Fellowships remains intense, and is unlikely 

to lessen unless more funds become available.  

All Evaluation Group Chairs continue to 

emphasize the need and urgency of increased 

support for these most vital, and productive, 

NSERC programs. 

 

Although overall funding for Discovery has 

increased in recent years, the proportion of 

NSERC’s budget allocated to the “Discovery 

Envelope” declined from 55% in 2000-2001 

to 41% in 2009-2010; see http://www.nserc-

crsng.gc.ca/NSERC-CRSNG/FactsFigures-

TableauxDetailles_eng.asp; updates from the 

2010-2011 competition should soon appear 

on the NSERC website).  The total budget 

allocated to Discovery Grants in constant 

2000 dollars declined from a high of $260.4 

million in 2006-2007 to $256.6 million in 

2009-2010.  Lower success rates in the 

Discovery Grant competition have tended to 

reduce the inflationary impact on successful 

applicants, but mean grant size has not kept 

pace with inflation and increased costs of 

research.  The net effect is a reduction in the 

proportion of eligible applicants supported by 

NSERC Discovery, as well as a reduction in 

the purchasing value of grants received. 

 

These patterns are clear in the preliminary 

outcomes of the 2011 Discovery Grant 

competition in Evolution and Ecology (EG 

1503).  Success rates varied from 74% for 

renewing ‘established’ applicants to only 12% 

for ‘other established’ applicants (those 

without current grants; http://www.nserc-

crsng.gc.ca/NSERC-CRSNG/FactsFigures-

TableauxDetailles_eng.asp.  News is no 

better, and many would suggest worse, for 

NSERC’s PGS and PDF programs.  The 

number of applicants for post-doctoral 

fellowships increased while available funds 

declined, and success rates that have been 

declining through time (Table 1) have fallen 

further in the 2011 competition. 

 

http://intecol2013.org/docs/Intecol_2013_Symposium.pdf.
http://intecol2013.org/docs/Intecol_2013_Symposium.pdf.
mailto:jhutch@mathstat.dal.ca).
http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/NSERC-CRSNG/FactsFigures-TableauxDetailles_eng.asp
http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/NSERC-CRSNG/FactsFigures-TableauxDetailles_eng.asp
http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/NSERC-CRSNG/FactsFigures-TableauxDetailles_eng.asp
http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/NSERC-CRSNG/FactsFigures-TableauxDetailles_eng.asp
http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/NSERC-CRSNG/FactsFigures-TableauxDetailles_eng.asp
http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/NSERC-CRSNG/FactsFigures-TableauxDetailles_eng.asp


Table 1*.  An overview of success rates through time from the NSERC PDF competition. 

Year   PDF Requests   PDF Awards   % 

2010     1,341     286        21.3 

2009     1,220     254        20.8 

2008     1,169     250        21.4 

2007     1,097     254        23.2 

2006     1,005     255        25.4 

2005      956       277        29.0 

2004      959       275        28.7 

2003      746       235        31.5 

2002      671       234        34.9 

2001      636       235        36.9 

 

*Source:  Table 36 available at http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/NSERC-CRSNG/FactsFigures-

TableauxDetailles_eng.asp. 

 

Reasons for declining success in the PDF 

competition range from increased numbers of 

applicants, time-limited Government 

investments in NSERC’s various People 

programs, new rules that limit NSERC’s 

ability to deal with declined awards, and 

transfer of funds into the highly successful 

CREATE program.  It is crucially important 

that our Society, as well as individual 

members, continue to document the 

importance of Discovery Grants, 

Scholarships, and Post-doctoral Fellowships 

in our discussions with politicians, policy 

makers, and the general public.   

 

News on NSERC’s Innovation programs is 

far more positive.  Success rates from the 

“Engage” and “Interaction” initiatives are on 

the order of 90%.  Members interested in 

taking advantage of these programs, and 

others associated with NSERC’s “Strategy on 

Partnerships and Innovation” can find 

relevant information on establishing 

partnerships and applying for funds at 

http://www.nsercpartnerships.ca/StrategyPart

nership-StrategiePartenariats_eng.asp. 

 

NSERC officials and the NSERC Council are 

well aware of the difficulties faced by 

Discovery applicants, students, and post-

doctoral fellows and they continue to press 

Government for increased funds.  Program 

allocations are often limited by Government’s 

emphasis on targeted funding, and by the 

necessity of structuring programs to meet 

Government priorities.   

 

A good example of these efforts includes the 

new “Discovery Frontiers” designed to 

produce high impact, transformative, 

international science (a sister program, 

“Innovation Frontiers”, is targeted for 

NSERC’s Innovation programs).  The first 

competition aimed at “Northern Earth 

Systems” is now complete and it is likely to 

have been announced on the NSERC website 

by the time this update appears in print.   

 

NSERC recently solicited themes for the next 

Discovery Frontiers competition.  

Approximately 40 suggestions have been 

received from the Natural Sciences and 

Engineering communities.  Several of these 

suggestions include themes in the broad areas 

of ecology and evolution.  A preliminary 

assessment is now underway by the 

Evaluation Group Chairs. 

 

NSERC, like all federal agencies, is subject to 

Government’s Operations and Strategic 

review.  Although we can and should hope for 

favourable treatment from Treasury Board, 

the Government’s intent to reduce the budget 

http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/NSERC-CRSNG/FactsFigures-TableauxDetailles_eng.asp
http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/NSERC-CRSNG/FactsFigures-TableauxDetailles_eng.asp
http://www.nsercpartnerships.ca/StrategyPartnership-StrategiePartenariats_eng.asp
http://www.nsercpartnerships.ca/StrategyPartnership-StrategiePartenariats_eng.asp
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by 5% represents a considerable challenge to 

NSERC and its programs.  Regardless, 

NSERC has assured us that the current 

Government appreciates the importance of 

science and engineering to Canada and 

Canadians. 

 

It is nevertheless clear that we cannot rest on 

past achievements and successes, and that we 

must redouble our efforts to demonstrate and 

document the important role that science and 

engineering play in Canada’s economy and 

future prospects.  I will do my best to convey 

not only that message, but also that Canadians 

can be proud that our ecologists and 

evolutionary biologists punch more than their 

weight on the world stage, that our students 

stand ready to take their place amongst the 

world’s leaders and, as a consequence, that 

we are all better off.  I hope that you will join 

me in carrying that message forward. 

 

Douglas Morris 

 

 

REPORT ON CANADIAN COUNCIL ON ANIMAL CARE MEETING 
 

The CSEE is a limited-term member, and I 

am the CSEE representative on Council.  The 

CCAC is the “national peer review 

organization responsible for setting and 

maintaining standards for care and ethical use 

of animals in research, teaching, and testing 

in Canada.”  Many members of the CSEE use 

vertebrates in their research, and thus interact 

with the CCAC and local Animal Care 

Committees.  Participation by the CSEE in 

the CCAC is thus of particular importance.   

 

I had previously been assigned to the 

Assessment Committee, but I have recently 

been reassigned to the Guidelines Committee. 

Our discussions were related to various 

aspects of specific guidelines that are 

currently under development.  Of particular 

note is the current direction towards more 

species specific guidelines.  For example, 

there are guidelines for Wildlife, but there are 

specific guidelines being developed for Small 

Mammals. 

 

There was discussion of a new pilot program 

whereby graduate students from Animal 

Welfare programs at UBC and University of 

Guelph would be provided with an 

opportunity, as part of a directed studies 

graduate course at their home university, to 

conduct a project that aligned with CCAC 

priorities.  I suggested that wildlife issues 

should be considered as a possible topic area 

for these projects. 

 

One point of discussion that I initiated at the 

Guidelines Committee meeting was the 

difference between researchers that use 

animals for some applied purpose (ie. testing 

drugs, studies of disease etc), and researchers 

that have an inherent interest in how animals 

work, whether in terms of biochemistry, 

physiology or ecology.  I made the argument 

that the language used and the material 

produced by the CCAC speaks to the former 

group, and that the latter group tends to feel 

alienated.  This perspective was met 

sympathetically, and I brought it up at the 

formal Council meeting the following day.  I 

had several people, including the Executive 

Director, speak to me afterward, supporting 

the merit of my point of view. 

 

During the Council meeting, there an allusion 

to animal rights protestors targeting UBC 

researchers.  I conducted an internet search 

and found that a group called “Stop UBC 

Animal Research” 

(http://stopubcanimalresearch.org/index.php) 

has been publicly denouncing animal research 

http://stopubcanimalresearch.org/index.php
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of various kinds at UBC.  Of particular note 

to the CSEE community was a fact sheet 

produced by the group that targets a field 

study of song birds 

(http://stopubcanimalresearch.org/PDF/songib

ird_experiment_factsheet.pdf).  Members of 

the CSEE community should be made aware 

that there may be increased scrutiny by 

animal rights activists. 

 

As a consequence of my involvement in the 

CCAC, I have been elected as Chair of the 

Guidelines Committee.  This has some 

implications for the CSEE – as Chair of the 

Guidelines Committee, I am now a member 

of the Board of Directors of the CCAC.  This 

will allow me to continue to express the 

concerns of the CSEE membership in a forum 

where change may actually take place. 

 

If any members of CSEE council or 

individual members of CSEE have any 

questions about CCAC issues, please contact 

me at aschultehostedde@laurentian.ca 

 

Albrecht I. Schulte-Hostedde 

 

 

ELECTIONS FOR CSEE COUNCIL 
 

Elections for CSEE council members were held electronically in March/April. The election process 

went smoothly, with 318 votes cast. 

 

The newly elected Council members are: 

* Vice-president/President - Judith Myers (U. of British Columbia) 

* Secretary - Miriam Richards (Brock University) 

* Student/post-doc councillor - Leanna Lachowsky (U. of Calgary) 

* Councillor (term 2011-2013) - Mary Reid (U. of Calgary) 

* Councillor - Andrew Gonzalez (McGill University) 

* Councillor - Fanie Pelletier (Université de Sherbrooke) 

* Councillor - Locke Rowe (University of Toronto) 

 

Terms begin January 1, 2012 (with the exception of the special term councillor, Mary Reid).  Thank 

you to all candidates for their willingness to run and contribute to CSEE! 

 

Sarah Otto 

Secretary CSEE 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

http://stopubcanimalresearch.org/PDF/songibird_experiment_factsheet.pdf
http://stopubcanimalresearch.org/PDF/songibird_experiment_factsheet.pdf
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CSEE COUNCIL 
 

Spencer Barrett (University of Toronto, 

President/Président 2010-2011) 

Jeffrey Hutchings (Dalhousie University, Vice-

President/Vice-président 2010-2011) 

Sarah Otto (University of British Columbia, 

Secretary/Secrétaire 2006-2011) 

Steeve Côté (Université Laval, Treasurer/Trésorier 

2010-2013) 

Andrew Hendry (McGill University, Council 

member/Membre du conseil 2008-2011) 

Kathy Martin (University of British Columbia, 

Council member/Membre du conseil 2008-2011) 

Sean Rogers (University of Calgary, Council 

member/Membre du conseil 2008-2011) 

Kathryn Morton (Memorial University, 

Student/Post-doc Council member/Membre aux 

études/postdoc du conseil 2010-2011) 

Arne Moers (Simon Fraser University, Council 

member / Membre du conseil 2010-2013) 

Mary Reid (University of Calgary, Council member / 

Membre du conseil 2011-2013) 

Stephen Heard (University of New Brunswick, 

Council member / Membre du conseil 2010-2013) 

 

 


